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For Sin ſhall not have Dominion over you : for 


2 are not under the Law, but under Grace. 


KE®2Ez* is the evident Defien of the 
* : Apoſtle, in this Context, to en- 
gage the Romans unto a Denial of 

* their corrupt Inclinations. In the 
preceding Chapter he diſcourſes largely of 
the ſuperabounding Grace of Gop over the 
abounding of Sin. In the Beginning of this, 


he obviates an Objection that ſome might be 
diſpoſed to raiſe, againſt what he had ex- 


preſſed on that Sub; ect. What ſhall we ſay - 
then ? Shall ue 3 in Sin that Grace may 


abound? God forbid. And propoſes to Con- 
ſideration the moſt weighty Arguments to 
inforce his End in view. How /hall we, that 
are dead to Sin, live any longer therein? Know 


ye not that ſo many of us as were baptized into 
Jeſus Chriſt, were baptized into bis Death * 


I am apprehenſive that you will eaſily ob- 


ſerve, that the Words of my Text conſiſt of 


three Branches, 
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2 Sin ſhall not have Dominion 


I. An expreſs Aſſertion concerning Sin, 
with reſpect to the believing Romans: 
For Sin ſhall not have Dominion over you. 


II. That they were not under the Law : 
For ye are not under the Law. 

III. That they were under Grace: But 
under Grace. From both which it might 
juſtly be inferred, that Sin ſhould not 
have Dominion over them. | 


I. I begin with the expreſs Aſſertion: For 
Sin ſhall not have Dominion over you. Two 
Things we are here to enquire into, namely, 
What is meant by Sin: And what is the Im- 
port of its having Dominion. | 
1. Let us enquire what is meant by Sin. 
Confidered. as an Act it is a Violation of the 
Law. Whoſcever committeth Sin tranſgreſſeth alſo 
the Law; for Sin is the Tranſgreſſion of the 
Law (a). Such Actions as correſpond not 
with the Law, which is a Rule of Conduct 
to us, are Sins. But, I apprehend, that this 
is not the Meaning of Sin in this Place. For 
the Attribution of Dominion to Acts is not 
proper. Sinful Actions follow upon, or re- 
ſult from, the Reign of Sin; but they do not 
rule the Subject of them. And, therefore, I 
think Sin here means a Diſpoſition of Mind 
which is contrary to the Law, and is a Spring 
of evil Acts. And it is clear to me, that the 
Rn a 1 Apoſtle 

(a) 1 John ui. 4. 


ver "BELIEVERS, 3 
Apoſtle uſes the Term Sin in this Senſe fre- 


that ye ſhould obey it in the Luſts thereof. With 


what Propriety | can Luſts be attributed to 


Actions? To an evil Diſpoſition they may, 
which conſiſts of numerous Luſts, and the 
Gratification of thoſe Luſts is yielding Obe- 


dience to that Diſpoſition : Neither yield ye 


your Members as Inſtruments of Unrighteoufneſs 
ito Sin. To yield our Members as Inſtru- 
ments of Unrighteouſneſs, is acting agree- 
ably to that evil Diſpoſition which is in us, 
called Sin by the Apoſtle. And in the ſe- 
venth Chapter he deſigns by Sin, not crimi- 
nal Actions, but a corrupt abiding Principle 
from which they flow: Sin takes Occaſion by 
the Cummandment: not as an Act, but as a 
Source of Actions; Sin dwelt in him. Actions 
are tranſient and paſſing, but that which the 
Apoſtle calls Sin had Reſidence in him, and 
therefore by it muſt be underſtood an evil 
Diſpoſition, or corrupt Habits, and not ſin- 
ful Actions. The ſame that he names Hieſb, 
and wherein dwelt no good Thing, and out of 
which nothing that is good can poſſibly be 
educed. From all which it is exceedingly 
clear, that Sin is to be interpreted of an im- 
pure Fountain, from whence ſpring criminal 


2. I am to enquire what is the Import of 


Sin having Dominion. This Aſſertion, Sin 
= i Ss: | ſhall 


quently. Thus he does ſeveral Times in this 
Context, Let not Sin reign in your mortal Body, 
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4 Sin ſhall not have Domi nian 
ſhall not have Dominion over you, plainly ſug- 
geſts, that they were Subjects of it, or that 
it had a Being in them. I know that ſome 
have made large Pretenſions to extraordinary 
Holineſs, and have boaſted of being very 
nearly, if not wholly free from the Preſence 
and Working of Evil in their Hearts, which 
is not the Effect of their Eminency in Holi- 
neſs, but is an Evidence of much Unacquaint- 
edneſs with themſelves. True it is of every 
Believer, that he is holy and unholy, that he 
is Spirit and alſo Fleſb, the Subject of a pure 
and alſo of an impure Principle. There are 
two contrary Springs of Action in him: 1f 
We a that we have no Sin we deceive curſelves, 
and the Truth is not in us (b). Such as 1ma- 
gine themſelves to be very near to Perfection, 
and can ſay to others, with an Air of Con- 
tempt, Stand by thyſelf, come not near to me, 
fer I am holier than thou, give melancholy Evi- 
dence not only of the Being, but alſo of the 
Power of Sin in them. 'Thoſe who excel in 
Holineſs, are beſt acquainted with, and are 
moſt humbled under a Senſe of the natural 
Impurity of their Hearts. 

The Dominion of Sin is its exerciſing Lord- 
ſhip over the Soul, So the Word uſed is 
rendered: The Kings of the Gentiles exerciſe 
Lordſhip over them (c). The whole Heart is 
in Subjection to it as a Tyrant when it reigns, 
the Soul being deſtitute of a contrary Princi- 


ple 
(3) 1 John i. 8. 
(e) Luke xxii 2 5. O. Bac; ED xvprtvecw avius 
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ple to oppoſe it, and prevent its Sway. The 
Mind is darkned by it, and is incapable of 
framing proper Conceptions of ſpiritual 
Things. Such who are under the reigning 
Power of Sin, have their Underſtandings dark- 
ned, their Minds are alienated from the Life of 
God through the Ignorance that 1s in them. They 
cannot know the Things of the Spirit of Gd; 
though they are the higheſt Wiſdom, to them 
they are Fooh/bneſs. It is allo a conſtant 


Spring of vain Thoughts: The Imagination of 


the Thought of the Heart is evil, only evil, and 
continually, when Sin poſſeſſes Dominion in a 
Perſon. It prevents holy Conceptions, and 
introduces a Croud of unholy ones perpetu- 
ally, the Mind being never free from its 
powerful Influence. 


The Will is alſo determined by Sin in its 
Acts, when it reigns. This corrupt Princi- 
ple cauſes the Will to refuſe what 1s Good, 
and to make Choice of Evil. There is in it 
an Averſion to Holineſs, and a conſtant pre- 
vailing Inclination to unholy Acts. It 1s the 
subject of a Reluctancy to Obedience, and 
of a fixed Propenſity to Diſobedience. This 
determining Influence of Sin upon the Will, 
is that Lordſhip which it exerciſes as a reign- 


ing Principle. If the Will is not in Subjec- 


tion to Sin, it hath not Dominion. War 
and captivate it may, but rule it cannot; an 


habitual Oppoſition to Sin in the Will, is a 


full 
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6 Sin ſhall not have Dominion 
full Evidence that it doth not poſſeſs a go- 
verning Power over the Soul. | 
Farther, the Affections are carnal; and in- 
ordinate. Sin as a reigning Principle cauſes 
them to tend, in a ſtrong manner, towards 
vain Objects, and keeps them fixed thereon. 
All the Paſſions are irregular and exorbitant. 
So that there is no Pleaſure taken in what is 
good, but Vanity and Folly are the pleaſing 
Entertainments which a Man who is under 
the Dominion of Sin eagerly ſeeks aſter, and 
tires not in the Purſuit of. In theſe Things 
conſiſts the Reign of Sin. If it prevents not 
holy Thoughts ſpringing up in the Mind, 
nor ſpiritual Deſires in the Will, neither a 
Tendency towards what is heavenly in the 
Affections, it hath loſt its Dominion, not- 
withſtanding its continued Subſiſtence in the 
Soul. If Sin is deprived of its Rule, it will 
never recover its reigning Power, with what 
Violence ſoever it may act its Part. This is 
the important Truth which the Apoſtle po- 
ſitively aſſerts, for the Encouragement of 
Believers. | 


II. The Saints are not under the Law. 
Here we muſt conſider the Law; who 
are under it, and its Inſufficiency to take 

away, of ſubdue the reigning Power of 

oy 10 Sin. | 15 

1. Let us conſider the Law. I ſhall not 


tale up your Time in ſhewing that the ce- 


remonial 


o r BELIEVERS; 7 


remonial Law is not deſigned, it being very 
evident that the moral Law, or Covenant of 
Works, is here intended; which conſiſts of 
Precepts, an important Promiſe, and a very 
awful Threatning. 


(1.) It conſiſts of Precepts. And they are 
comprehended ſummarily in two general 
Commands. One is this: Thou ſhalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy Heart, with all thy 
Mind, and with all thy Strength. This 1s the 

fit and great Commandment. And the other 
is like unto it, namely, Thou ſhalt love thy 
Neighbour as thyſelf. On theſe two Command- 
ments hang all the Law and the Prophets. Love 
7s the fulfilling of the Law. They compriſe 
the Whole of our Duty to Gop and our 
Neighbour. The former includes in it, a 
holy Reverence and Adoration of Gop, De- 
pendence on Him, Gratitude to Him, Sub- 
miſſion and Obedience to his Will in all 
Things. The latter 1s alſo very comprehen- 

_ five, Love worketh no Ill. We are under Oblt- 
goon not to injure our Neighbour in his 
erſon, Property, or Character; on the con- 
trary it is our Duty to be ſtrictly equitable 
and juſt in all our Actions towards him, and 
this Command obliges us to perform good 
and kind Offices, to exerciſe Benevolence, 
Sympathy and Compaſſion, in all our Con- 
duct. Theſe Precepts are worthy of Gop, 
fuitable to his infinite Holineſs, Goodneſs and 
Wiſdom, and a conſtant punctual Obedience 
DSS TCE FE to 
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$ Sin ſhall not have Dominion 


to them in their utmoſt Extent, is fit an 
reaſonable. | 7 5 
(2.) The Law contains an important Pro- 
miſe in Caſe of Obedience, namely, the En- 
joyment of Life: The Man that doth them ſhall 
live in them. It is agreeable to the Purity of 
Gop to approve of Innocence and Obedience, 
and therefore he will never treat the innocent 
and obedient Creature with Severity, and 
conſequently ſuch a Creature, according to 
the legal Conſtitution, cannot be deprived of 
the Continuance of that Good which the Pro- 
miſe of Life compriſes. 
(3. ) A very awful Threatning is annexed 
to the Law, in Caſe of Diſobedience. It hath 
a penal Sanction, which is Death. The Soul 
that fins ſhall die, 1s the Language of it. The 
Wages of Sin is Death, not only corporal, but 
alſo eternal, according to the Law. Obey 
and live, fin and die, are the Terms of the 
Covenant of Works: which Conſtitution is 
juſt and equal, It 1s becoming the Good- 
neſs of Gop to continue to an innocent obe- 
dient Creature the Enjoyment of Life, and it 
is agreeable to his Juſtice to puniſh a guilty 
diſobedient Creature with Death, 

2. All who are under the Dominion of 
Sin, are under the Law. Every unregene- 
rate Man 1s under the Covenant of Works. 
The Elect, as well as the Non-elect, are un- 
der it, without Diſtinction. For that Cove- 
nant was made with Adam, as the Head and 

82 Repreſen- 


beer. BELIE VERS. H 
Re Repreſentative of all his natural Deſcendants, 


therefore all Men were included in that 


Dag.  Whatſoever Things the Law ſaith, it 
faith to them that ate under th, Law, that every 


Mouth may be ſtopped, and all the whole World 


may become guilty. before God. Though Elec- 
tion to Salvation ſecures unto its Objects a 
Deliverance from that Covenant, it did not 
prevent, but neceſſarily ſup oſes, their com- 
ing under this legal Conſtitution with the 
other Part of Mankind, from among whom 
3 they were choſen. Every Man in whom Sin 


reigns, is the Subject of the Law, as a Cove- 


nant. And it exhibits a Charge of Guilt, 
and denounces dreadful Menaces againſt him. 

Even ſuch as are virtuous and religious in 
their Deportment, being under the Reign of 
Sin, they are under the Lay in its Charges 
and Threatnings. The Apoſtle Paul, when 


unregenerate, was virtuous and religious in 
his Conduct, and yet he was then under the 
Law. He Rees 

that thoſe who had Opportunity of knowing 
him beſt, could not charge him with ſinful 
53 een nor criminal Acts. For, as touching 
Righteouſneſs which is in the Law, be Was 
| Hamels Notwithſtanding that, he was un- 


der the Dominion of Sin, ic in Subjection 


to the Law as a Covenant, and condemned 
by it; as all are in whom Sin rules. But 
Believers, or ſuch in whom Sin is deprived 
of its Dominion, they are not under the Law, 

"> tthat 


himſelf i in ſuch a manner 
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10 Sin ſhall not have Dominion 
that is to ſay, as in the Form of a Covenant, 
promiſing Life on Condition of Obedience, 
and threatning Death on Account of Diſobe- 
dience. Under it they are as a Law, but 
not as it hath a penal Sanction annexed to 
it. They are dead to it as ſuch by the Body of 
Chriſt, and it is dead to them. Indeed they 
are not without Law to God, but under the Law 
to Chriſt. Some perhaps may ſay, Will not 
the Law ſubdue and keep Sin under, as it 
promiſes Life unto Obedience, and threatens 
Death for the Breach of its Precepts ? Is not 
Man a reaſonable Creature? and is it not 
agreeable to Reaſon to defire the Enjoyment 
of Good, and to avoid, if poſſible, the Sut- 
fering of Evil? What can be a more pow- 
erful Motive to engage unto the Practice of 
Duty, than the Hope of receiving a Reward 
is? And what can have a ſtronger Influence 
on the Mind to decline the Practice of Sin, 
than a Dread of 1ts penal Conſequences ? 
Why therefore is it aſſigned as a Reaſon that 
Sin ſhould not have Dominion over the Ro- 
mans, Becauſe they were not under the Law? 


In anſwer to theſe Inquiries I proceed to 
ſhew, | 


3. The Inſufficiency of the Law to con- 
quer and ſubdue Sin, as a reigning Principle. 
It convinces of Sin, and condemns for it. 
By the Law is the Knowledge of Sin. Luſt in 
the Heart becomes known, by this Prohibi- 
tion in the Law, Thou ſhalt not covet. 

t 


2 
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It diſcovers what Actions are good, and 
what Actions are evil. Beſides, the Law ' 
condemns all Sin, both in Heart and Life. 
More than theſe two Things reſpecting Sin 
it cannot do. For to convince and to con- 
demn, is all that the Law is able to perform. 
It cannot change the Diſpoſition of the Mind, 
that remains the ſame under a legal Convic- 
tion, and the moſt terrifying Apprehenſions 
of that Curſe unto which Sin ſubjects a Man. 
It is the Nature of Sin 7o take Occaſion by the 
Commandment towork all Manner of Concupiſcence. 
The Promiſe of Life will not allure or en- 
tice unto Obedience, nor will the Threatning 
of Puniſhment, deter from Diſobedience. 
The Law may fill the Mind with Conſter- 
nation and Terror by its Menaces, but it 
will never amend its Diſpoſition to Evil. 
Nay, the Execution of Puniſhment threat- 
ned will never produce in the Soul a Liking 
to Holineſs, and a Diſinclination to Sin. 
The Will is in the Intereſt of Sin, when it 
reigns ; and therefore, there is not in ita 
Reluctance to Sin as Sin, Could Sin and 
its Conſequences be ſeparated, a Perſon un- 
der its Dominion would make no Difficulty 
of obeying its Dictates. I am not afraid to 
ſay that we are like the Devil, when Sin 
reigns in us: He believes and trembles, but he 
cannot love. The Penalty he ſuffers begets 
not the leaſt Inclination to Holineſs, nor 
Avexſion to Sin. We alſo may believe and 

7 e tremble,. 
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12 Sin ſhall not have Dominion 
' tremble, under a Senſe of divine Wrath; but 
we cannot love. Suffering the greateſt Pe- 
nalty, though ever ſo long continued, Will 
not make us better in the Temper of our 
Minds. none en onen FN 


o 


No Proviſion is made in the Covenant of 
Works for taking away the reigning Power 
of Sin. So long A e as a Man is un- 
der that Covenant, Sin will retain its Domi- 
nion in the Heart. All unregenerate Per- 
ſons are under the Law, and it is their Duty 
to live unto Gop according to it. But Iam 
ſure, that Faith in CHRIST for Salvation, 
evangelical Repentance, and Goſpel Obe- 
dience, are not Duties contained therein. 
Againſt which I have known it objected, 
that if ſo, then it is the Duty of Sinners to 
work for Life, which they are naturally in- 
clined to do. This is ſo weak an Objection 
that it is ſtrange it ſnould be made by any 
Man of a tolerable Capacity. It is the Duty 
of Unbelievers and Believers to work, but it 

is not the Duty of either to work for Life, 
or with a View of obtaining Life thereby. 
Adam in his innocent State was allowed ta 
expect the continued Enjoyment of Life by 
working; but his Breach of the Law cut off 
all Hope of obtaining Life by future Obe- 
* cence, Right to Life being once forfeited 
by Sin, it can never be recovered by the Sin- 
ner, even. tho! gh he ſhould for the future 
yield a perfect Obedience to the Law. . — 
| OVC= 


W 
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Covenant of Works allows none that are un- 


der it to hope for Life, but upon the Foun- 


dation of an uninterrupted: Obedience to all 


the Precepts it contains. And conſequently, 
though the Obligation to work remains on 
Sinners, it by no means follows, that it: 1s: 
their Duty to work for Life: or with a View 
to obtain Life, even though they could per- 
fectly obey the Law in all its Commands. 
A Right to Life being once forfeited by Diſ- 
obedience, can never be recovered by the 
Tranſgreſſor; let his future Conduct be ever 
ſo regular and Duck. =D. 718 


* 
* 4 


III. Belle berb are une Grace, Here I 
| ſhall endeavour to ſhew what Grace is: 
what is meant by being under it: and 


that Grace will effectually prevent the 


Dominion of Sin over tee nd are 
under it. 


* am to ſnew what Grace is. Gov is 
benevolent and good to all his. Creatures, as 


their Creator, Upholder, and Preſerver. He 


7s good to all, bis tender Mercies are oper all bis 
Morte. He made them all good and perfect 
ifi their Kind; ſach as it became his infinite 


Wiſdom to make them: and ſuitably ee 


vided for their Suſtentation: they all 
in his Bounty. But Grace does ik deſign 


this univerſal Benevolence and Goodneſs of- 


Gop, as Creator; though ſome ſeem to have 


| no other Notion of it: for a Deliverance 


from 


14 Sin ſhall not have Dominion 
from Sin, and the Effects thereof, ſprings not 
from that. If it did, every guilty ſinful Crea- 
ture would certainly be ſaved. No Sinner 
would ever periſh if Salvation from Sin and 
its penal Conſequences, took its Riſe from 
this Benevolence, which is of univerſal Ex- 
tent. The obedient Creature may expect 
from it the Enjoyment of Benefits, becauſe 
it is agreeable to the Goodneſs of Gop to be- 
ſtow Favours upon his Creatures, in Caſe they 
do not diſpleaſe him by Diſobedience. But 
it cannot be a Foundation of Hope to any 
who have by Sin demerited the Reſentment 
of their Maker. If the eſſential Goodnels of 
Go directed him to treat a ſinful Creature 
kindly, the Infliction of Puniſhment for Sin 
would be impoſſible to him, To ſuppoſe 
which is a groſs Abſurdity. For, if ſo, Gop 
could not act differently towards his Crea- 
tures, whatever Difference there might be in 
their Conduct towards him. 


Grace deſigns ſpecial and peculiar Good- 
neſs, Favour which is abſolutely free and 
ſovereign. Divine Love, unto which Salva- 
tion from Sin ſprings, is without any Mo- 
tive or Inducement in its Objects. Go Dd 
loves not Sinners becauſe it is it that he 
ſhould ſhew Kindneſs to them, but merely 
becauſe it is his Pleaſure. Grace and Works 
are incompatible in the Buſineſs of Salvation, 
as the ſtrong and nervous Reaſoning of the 
Ahpoſtle moſt clearly proves. Even ſo then, 


at 


over BELIEVERS. Is 


af this preſent Time, there is a Remnant accord- © 


ing to the Election of Grace. And if by Grace, 
then it is no more of Works : otherwiſe Grace is 


no more Grace. But if it be of Works, then is 


it no more Grace, otherwiſe Work 1s no more 
Merk (d). By Grace are ye ſaved, through 
Faith, and that .not of yourſelves, it 1s the Gift 
of God. Not of Works, leſt any Man ſhould 
boaſt (e). The Perſons beloved of Gop, are 
not better than others. They are Subjects of 
the ſame Depravation. No good Diſpoſition 
is in them, nor is a holy Obedience yielded by 
them. And therefore, it cannot reaſonably 
be thought, that divine. Favour towards 
them 1s occaſioned by any amiable Qualities 
which they poſſeſs. Whatever ſpiritual Ex- 
cellency is in them, it is the Effect, and not 
the Cauſe of the Love of Gop. Conſequently, 


his Favour to them muſt be ſovereign and. 


abſolutely free. This is what gives Riſe to, 
and effectually ſecures our Recovery and 
Happineſs. It is the kind Intention of Gop 
to aſcertain eternal Glory to ſome, which can 


only be done by divine Grace. And it is 
Faith, that it might be by Grace, to the End the 


Promiſe might be ſure to all the Seed. The Pro- 
miſe meant is the Enjoyment of eternal Life, 
which God who cannot lie promiſed before the 
World began. And therefore, the everlaſting 
Felicity of thoſe, whom that Promiſe reſpects, 
is not precarious; but is certain and ſure, 

| notwith- 

(4) Rom. xi, 6, 7. (+) Eph. ii 9. 5 
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16 Sin ſhall nut kau Dominion 
notwithſtanding the many and great Diffi- 
culties and Obſtructions, Chic! lie in the 


Way of its Accompliſnment. For A 
Love 18 infinitely ſuperior to them all. 


2. Believers are under Grace. When in an 
unregenerate State, or under the Dominion 
of Sin, they were Objects of the ſpecial and 

har Love and Favour of Gop. That 

1 * not Beginning, as it will never have an 
End. All the happy Subjects of Salvatien 
were eternally beloved of Go p, than which 
nothing can be more evident: His Choice 
of them to Salvation was an Act of ſovereign 
and infinite Love to their Perſons: His Or- 
dination and Appointment of Cukls r to be 
their Mediator and Saviour, was the Effect 

of his abſolutely free Favour and Goodneſs 
to them. The Gift of them to CHRIS to 
be ſaved by him, was the Reſult of his ſpe- 
cial and peculiar Kindneſs. The Grant of 
all ſpiritual Bleſſings to them in CRIST, as 
their federal Head, was an Act of infinite 
Love. And the Gift of CuR IST for them, in 
order to their Redemption, ſprung from his 
immenſe and diſtinguiſhing Goodneſs to- 

Wards them: And is a high Commendation 
of his Love towards them, even while they are 
jet Sinners. © Divine Love does not begin 

upon the Dominion of Sin being taken away, 
but it certainly is antecedent to it; for it is 
the Cauſe thereof. God, who 7s Ficb in Mer- 


cy, for bis great LOX 8 be loved us, 
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even when we were dead in Sins hath quickened 
us together with Chriſt (f). A Cauſe is prior 
to its Effect, the great Love of God is the 
Cauſe of our Quickening when we are dead 
in Sin, and, therefore, even while we were 
under,the Dominion of it, we were Objects 
of Divine Love. That Grace, whereof Be- 
Hevers are Subjects, ſprings from Grace in 
the Heart of Gop towards them : Conſe- 
gently, before the Being of Grace in them, 
they were intereſted in the Kindne, Grace 
and Mercy of Gop. From all which is 
clear, that the Phraſe, under Grace, A: 
to be underſtood of an Intereſt in the Love 
of GoD: That is evidently ſuppoſed ; but 
it is not the Thing intended. 
The Import of the Phraſe is, being under 
Grace influentially, which all ſhall be who are 
Objects of it. The powerful and effectual 
Influence of Divine Grace is meant. The 
Grace of God operates upon the whole Soul. 
The Underſtanding, the Will, and the Af- 
fections are under its Influence. And it fails 
not of effecting what it deſigns to produce 
in its Operations. It is impoſſible it ſhould 
be fruſtrated of accompliſhing that which it 
intends, in Favour of thoſe upon whom it 
works. It enlightens the Mind, ſanctifies 
the Will, and ſpiritualizes the Affections. 
If Divine Grace will work, nothing ſhall Je, 
or prevent the Production of what it aims to 
effect. All its Purpoſes are formed by infi- 


(f) Eph. ii. 4, 5. 
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' nite Wiſdom; and, therefore, none of its In- 


be diſappointed of attaining, the wiſe: and 
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tentions exceed the Extent of its Power. 
Equal it is unto all it undertakes for the Be- 
nefit of its Objects, conſequently, it cannot 


holy Ends it propoſes to itſe f, in any of its 


Operations on the Souls of Men. T he in- 


finitely wiſe and almighty Agent meets with 
no Diſappointment in the Works of Nature, 
and ſhall we imagine it is poſſible he may, 
in his Works of Grace? In thoſe Works his 
higheſt Glory is peculiarly concerned, and, 

therefore, it is moſt unreaſonable, to think, 

that Divine Grace, is ineffectual in any of 
its benign Influences, on thoſe who are the 
Objects of it. The Grace of Gop not only 


| refobred to pardon Sin ; but alſo to take away 


the reigning Power of it in the Heart, and 


in the Iſſue to expel it out of the Mind, 
Which is abſolutely neceſſary to complete 


Happineſs. For no intelligent Creature can 
be perfectly happy, ſo long as he is the Sub- 


ject of moral Impurity. 


3. The Grace of Gop will effectually pre- 
vent the Dominion of Sin over thoſe who 
are under it. 


( 1.) Sin dwells in them as an active Prin- 
ciple. Evil is ever preſent in Believers. Re- 


generating Grace takes not away the Being 


of Sin. Nor doth it alter its Nature, it re- 
mains what it was, as to its Nature before 
Regeneration, it is not leſs vile and abomin- 

able. 
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able. No Change for the better takes Place 
therein upon the new Birth. And it is ac- 
tive in all the Powers of the Soul, the 
Mind, the Will, and the Affections. Some- 
times it exerts itſelf with very great Strength 
and Violence, much to the Vexation, Sor- 
row and Affrightment of the Saints. It in- 
diſpoſes to Duty, interrupts in it, and pre- 
vents, in a great Meaſure, the ſpiritual Per- 
formance thereof often. Though regene- 
rate Perſons are dead to Sin, it is not dead 
if them. It is not diſabled for Action. It 
can act, and does act conſtantly in Oppo- 
ſition to the gracious Principle, in the holy 
Thoughts, heavenly Deſires, and ſpiritual 
Motioris, which ſpring from that Principle, in 
the Mind, the Will, and the Affections. So 
that, a Believer is never wholly pure and 
holy in the Actings of his Soul. The beſt 
of his Duties have an evil Tincture in them, 
by Reaſon of the perpetual Preſence of Sin 
in him. His Meditations, Prayers, and all 
his other religious Services, even the moſt 
ſpiritual of them, are mixed, partly holy 
and partly unholy. Unto what Height ſo- 
ever his Hatred of vain Thoughts is raiſed, 
1n-dwelling Sin will produce them in his Soul, 
he cannot poſſibly prevent their Production. 
And though he abhors corrupt Deſires, the 
Sin which 1s in him, 1s able to excite ſuch 
in his Heart, and frequently does, to his great 
Sorrow and Grief. And though he deteſts 
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evil Motions in his Affections, this corrupt 
Principle hath a Power of acting upon them, 
and too often enſnares and captivates them, 


to the Gratification of itſelf, and his inex- 
preſſible Grief. 


(2.) The Dominion of Sin is taken away 
.jn Behevers. Regenerating Grace deprives 
it of its Rule, though the Being of it is con- 
tinued in the Soul. The Grace of Gop, in 
an immediate, inſtantaneous Manner, pro- 
duces a holy, ſpiritual Principle in the Heart, 

which oppoſes Sin, by Reaſon whereof, it 
cannot exerciſe that Lordſhip over the Mind, 

which before it did. This Principle is a 
Spring of new Thoughts, new Defires, and 
new Motions, in the happy Subject of it. 
In-dwelling Sin now cannot prevent holy 
Conceptions, in the Underſtanding, ſpiri- 
tual Deſires in the Will, nor heavenly Ten- 
dencies in the Affections, which it had a 
Power of doing, when it poſſeſſed Dominion 
over the Soul. That indeed oppoſes all the 
Actings of this new Principle, and luſts 
againſt it perpetually ; but it is not able to 
keep the Heart in Subjection to itſelf, Be- 
cauſe that which 7s born of the Spirit, under 
his gracious Influence, cauſes the Soul to act 
in direct Oppoſition to the Fleſh. And, 
therefore, t . — it wars and ſometimes 
captivates, rule it does not. Evil is the Ob- 
ject of the Hatred and Averſion of the Soul, 
and Good is the Wen of its W 
an 
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and Choice. I conſents to the Law, that it is 
good. Delights in it, and ſerves it. So long 
as Sin reigns in the Heart, there 1s no Ab- 
horrence of Sin, as Sin, no Approbation of 
Holineſs, nor Deſires after a Conformity to 
the Law. Reigning Sin totally prevents the 
Subject of it, ſerving the Law of Gop. Be- 
lievers, though 7h the Fleſh they ſerve the Law 
4 wh : With the Mind they ſerve the Law of 

0d, | 


(3.) Sin may gain a Prevalency in ſome 
articular Acts in the Conduct of a Believer, 
hough 1t hath loſt its Dominion over him. 

The Reign of Sin doth not conſiſt in its 
Eruption into external Acts. For a Man 
who 1s under its Dominion, may conduct 
himſelf in a blameleſs Manner, in the Courſe 
of his Converſation, as the Apoſtle Paul did 
before his Converſion. A Perſon may be 
juſt, benevolent, compaſſionate, temperate, 
and modeſt in his Behaviour, and deſervedly 
gain the Eſteem of thoſe with whom he 1s 
converſant, and yet Sin may reign in him. 
And Sin may in ſome Inſtances break forth 
into external Acts, in one who is not under 
its Dominion, through an Interruption in 
the Exerciſe of Grace, Want of Watchful- 
neſs, the Power of Temptation, and the 
Treachery of Luſt in his Heart. This is ſo 
evident, that I think it cannot be ſcrupled. 
We have the very ſame Proof of its Truth, 
as we have, that real Saints did exiſt, And, 
there- 


n ——— 


* 
=_— 22 bc 


— - 


—— — 


a 


© #fcs-2=d th — . ˙ — — — 22 ea . 
a ” 


- 


22 Sin ſhall not have Dominion 
therefore, we muſt conclude, that the Do- 


minion of Sin doth not conſiſt in its Erup- 
tion into external Acts. Indeed when it 


hath loſt its Dominion, it breaks not forth 
in outward Acts, in the general Courſe of a 


Man's Behaviour. But it may in particular 
Acts, unto the Shame, and deep Sorrow of 
one who is truly regenerate, and not under its 
reigning Power. This hath been the Caſe 


of ſome of the moſt eminent Saints, that 


ever lived in the World. The Conſideration 
of which ſhould cauſe us to be humble, and 
excite us to Prayer and Watchfulneſs over 
ourſelves, leſt Sin, which dwells in us, gain 
a Prevalency, in its oppoſite Actings to Grace, 
and in its Sollicitations to Evil. For, though 
Faith ſhall not fail, or become extinct, upon 
the Breaking forth of Sin into external Acts, 
through the Influence of Temptation, the 
Effects thereof will be ſuch, as we ſhall have 
great Cauſe to lament all our Days. 


( 4.) Sin ſhall never recover Dominion 


over Believers. They are ordained to ever- 


laſting Life. Are choſen to Salvation, through 


Sanctiſicution of the Spirit. Are called by the 


God of all Grace unto his eternal Glory. Are 
begotten again to an Inheritance, which is in- 
corruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away, 
reſerved in Heaven for them. Gop choſe them 
to complete Holineſs, in his immediate Pre- 
ſence. Now, if Sin were to recover its Do- 
minion over them, the gracious Intention 


of. 


over BELIEVERS, 23 
of Gop concerning them, would be fruſ- 
trated. His Counſel would not tand, nor his 
Pleaſure be accompliſhed. To imagine which, 
is moſt unworthy of Gop. For, it is infi- 
nitely diſhonourable to him, to conceive, 
that he forms Deſigns, which are not actu- 
ally carried into Execution. Created Good- 
neſs may be diſappointed of effecting all it 
intends, in Favour of its Objects; but it is 
impoſſible, that increated, infinite Goodneſs, 
ſhould be prevented of performing in Favour 
of its Objects, what it deſigns concerning 


them, in any Inſtance, or in the leaſt De- 
gree. 


(F.) The Influence of Divine Grace, 
which took away from Sin its reigning 
Power, will not ſuffer it to regain its Do- 
minion. Almighty Power is at the Com- 
mand of ſovereign and infinite Love. That 
was exerted to produce a holy ſpiritual Prin- 
ciple in the Souls of Believers, by the Pro- 
duction of which, Sin loſt its Rule, though 
its Being remains in the Heart. And as 
Omnipotence, at the Motion of infinite 
Love, put forth itſelf to infuſe, or create a 
gracious Principle, it will preſerve and main- 
tain the Being of that Principle, whereby 
Sin will be prevented recovering that Com- 
mand over the Powers of the Soul, which 
before it had, with what Violence ſoever, it 
may act, under Temptation. For, the Be- 
ing of Grace in the Heart, is that 1 
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frees from the reigning Power of Sin. $6 
long therefore, as its Subſiſtence is main- 


tained, Sin cannot rule the Mind, though 
it may war and captivate. Expel the gra- 
cious Principle it cannot, by its moſt violent 
Oppoſition to the Actings thereof in the Be- 
hever, becauſe there 1s a continual Influx of 
Divme Power to uphold and prevent its be- 
coming extinct. As the moſt vigorous Act- 
ings of Grace in. the Saints expel not Sin : 
So the moſt vigorous Actings of Luſt in 
them, expel not Grace. That gracious In- 
fluence which was effectual unto depriving 
Sin of its Dominion, cannot but be ſufficient 


to prevent it recovering its loſt Reign. And 
that Power which gave Being to Grace in 


the Heart, muſt certainly be ſufficient to 
event its Extinction. And the Saints ſhall 


þ kept by the Power of God, through Faith, unto 


Salvation. The Dominion of Sin therefore, 
is gone for ever in them. It is abſelutely ir- 


recoverable: Let Luſt war as it may, Grace 


will be Conqueror. 


(6.) And laſtly, The Operations of Di- 
vine Grace 105 Believers will never ceaſe. 


If the Gop of all Grace ſhould withdraw his 


Influence from the Saints, Sin would again 
rule in them. Grace in that Caſe would 
become extinct. But that he will never do. 
At the Time of Regeneration, he takes his 
People under the Conduct of his Grace, and 


they ſhall not be removed from under E: 
| 0 
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So long as. he continues to love them, he 
will not fail to operate on them by his om- 
nipotent Power for their Security. His Love 
to them is abſolutely immutable, He res in 
his Love. Becauſe he loved them, therefore, he 
produced a holy Principle in them, whereby 
they became free from the Dominion of Sin, 
And they will eternally be under Grace in- 
Hluentially, by Reaſon' they are intereſted in 
ſovereign and infinite Love, which cannot 
abate nor change. The ſenſible Influence of 
Divine Grace, on the Souls of Believers, may 
be ſuſpended for a Seaſon. And when it is, 
their. Graces are languid, and interrupted in 
their Exerciſe, and the carnal Part in them 
gains Strength. But even then, there is a 
ſecret imperceptible Influx of Divine Power, 
which preſerves the Being of the gracious 
Principle in them, and prevents Sin recover- 
ing its Nominion in their Hearts, But a 
Ceſſation of the gracious Influence of Gop 
on the Souls of Believers will never be. As 
Gop will not ceaſe to love, he will not ceaſe 
to act in a powerful and effectual Manner, 
in the Minds of thoſe who are the Objects of 
his Love. Grace in the Heart of Gop to- 
wards Believers will cauſe him to exert his 
infinite Power, to preſerve the Being of 
Grace in their Hearts. Once under Grace, 
and always ſo. For nothing can poſſibly 
remove a Perſon from under Grace 1nfluenti- 
elly, who hath once come under the W 
E 0 
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of it. Sin therefore ſhall never have Domi 
mon over him. | . 
Thus I have endeavoured briefly to explain 
my Subject: From which ſome important 
Obſervations may be made. ED. 
. Obſerv. 1. The Law is to be preached. 
Some have ſeemed ſhy of preaching the Law; 
but it onght to be done. There is a lawful, 
| and an unlawful Uſe and Preaching of the 
Law. The Law is good, if u Man uſe it la- 


fully. It is neceffary to explain the legal 
1 Conſtitution, in the Extent and Spirituality 
EF of its Precepts. Proof thould be given, that 


=” the Law reſpects not only external, but alſo 
internal Acts. Our Thoughts, Deſires, and 
the Tendencies of our Affections. That 
it ſtrictly prohibits all Vanity in the Mind, 
all Irregularity in the Will, and all Carnality 
in the Affections. That it requires perfect 
Purity of Heart, no leſs than unblemiſhed 
and uninterrupted Obedience in Life. That 
the Enjoyment of Life is only to be expected, 
on the Foundation of an univerſal Confor- 
mity to the preceptive Part of the Law, and 
that the want of fuch Conformity renders us 
worthy of Death. That as it is agreeable to 
the Goodneſs of Gop to promiſe Life, in 
Caſe of Obedience, it 1s becoming his Juſtice 
to threaten Diſobedience with Death. The 
Law is to be preached to Sinners, in order 
to bring them to deſpair of obtaining Life by 
their own Works, until which they will not 
| RN we cordially 
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cordially embrace the Doctrine of Salvation by 
Jesvs CHRIST. Unleſs a Man is convinced, 
that Happineſs is unattainable by the Law, 
he will not ſtoop to the Grace of the Goſpel. 
And the Law ſhould be preached to Saints, 
in order to produce Gratitude in their Minds, 
for that great Salvation, which the Goſpel is 
a clear Revelation of. In Proportion to that 
Acquaintance, which we have with the 
Doctrine of the Law, will the Senſe of our 
Miſery be, and by how much the greater 
that is, by ſo much the more ſhall we prize 
the Goſpel. 

Obſerv. 2. The final Perſeverance of the 
Saints is certain. Their Conflicts with Sin 
which dwells in them are often ſharp, and 
ſometimes it gains Predominance in acting 
againſt the ſpiritual Part, but it ſhall never 
recover its Dominion, That being irreco- 
verable, Believers at no Time fall zotally. 
A total Fall ſuppoſes the Expulſion of 
Grace, and Sin's regaining its Reign in the 
Heart; which ſhall never be. They may 
fall foully, to the Diſhonour of Gov, the 
Grieving of the Holy Spirit, and wounding 
of their own Souls. But the worſt of the 
Saints Falls are not foral. The Being of 
Grace continues in their Hearts, and that 
prevents.Sin's Reign over them in its greateſt 
Prevalency, as to ſome particular Acts. And 
therefore, there 1s ſufficient Ground for e- 
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 Hevers to triumph, even in their ſharpeſt 
Conflicts with Sin. How violently ſoever it 
may exert itſelf in Oppoſition to the gracious 
Principle, it will never be-able to recover its 
loſt Dominion. And conſequently, the final 
Perſeverance of the Saints, -15 not what may 
be, and which may not be, but it is certain 
and ſure, notwithſtanding their numerous 
Temptations, dangerous Snares, and the 
treacherous Luſts, which are in them. 


Obſerv. 3. The Doctrine of the Grace of 
God is to be preached, for the Encourage- 
ment and Conſolation of thoſe who are 
mourning under a Senſe of the Being and 
Power of Sin in them. They are the only 
Perſons that have a Right to evangelical 
Conſolation. Such who are inſenſible of 
their Guiltineſs, Pollution and Miſery, have 
no Title to that Conſolation, which is pro- 
vided in the Goſpel. The abſolute Freedom 
and Sovereignty of the Love of Gop, ought 
to be clearly explained, and ſolidly proved 
for the Comfort of the Saints, who ſome- 
times mourn greatly under a deep Senſe of 
their Unworthineſs. Its Immutability ſhould 
be demonſtrated. And the glorious Deſigns 
of Divine Grace concerning Believers, muſt 
be unfolded, for the Confirmation of their 
Faith, and the Help of their Joy. They 
muſt be informed, that the Grace of Gop, 
eternally reſolved upon their complete Deli- 

verance 
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verance from Sin, and all its Conſequences, - 
and determined to make them perfectly holy 
and invariably happy for ever. And we 
muſt acquaint them that, as in their Rege- 
neration, Grace yas effectual to take away 
the Dominion of Sin in their Hearts, it will 
certainly be effectual unto the utter Ruin of 
it in the Iſſue, which is what they ear- 
neſtly deſire. Then will te Days of their 
Mourning be ended, and their Joys be full 
and perpetual. Thus we muſt comfort thoſe 
who mourn in Zion, to whom God will appoint, 
to give unto them the Oil of Joy for Mourning, 
and the Garments of Praiſe, for the Spirit of 
Heavineſß. | 
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Page 9, Line 5, Slot out whole. 
Page 14, Line 25, for ſprings, read owes its Riſe. 
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